POLICY ON THE USE OF RACIAL CLASSIFICATIONS IN ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN
SOUTH AFRICAN CRIME QUARTERLY

Racial classifications have continued to be widely used in South Africa post-
apartheid. Justifications for the use of racial descriptors usually relate to the need to
ensure, and monitor societal transformation. However, in the research and policy
community racial descriptors are often used because they are believed to enable
readers and peers to understand the phenomenon they are considering. We seem
unable to make sense of our society, and discussions about our society, without
reference to race.

South African Crime Quarterly seeks to challenge the use of race to make meaning,
because this reinforces a racialised understanding of our society. We also seek to
resist the lazy use of racial categories and descriptors that lock us into categories of
identity that we have rejected and yet continue to use without critical engagement
post-apartheid. Through adopting this policy South African Crime Quarterly seeks to
signal its commitment to challenging the racialization of our society, and racism in all
its forms.

We are aware that in some instances using racial categories is necessary,
appropriate and relevant; for example, in an article that assesses and addresses
racial transformation policies, such as affirmative action. In this case, the subject of
the article is directly related to race.

However, when race or racial inequality or injustice, is not the subject of the article,
SACQ will not allow the use of racial categories. We are aware that some readers
might find this confusing at first and may request information about the race of
research subjects or participants. However, we deliberately seek to foster such a
response in order to disrupt racialised thinking and meaning-making.



