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The geo-strategic position of the DRC and its mineral wealth has led to recurrent conflict 

within the country and the region. In an effort to ensure that conflict in the region ends, 

the National Defence Force of the DRC began programmes of 

 

On Friday, 13 February 2009 the African Security Analysis Programme (ASAP) of the 

ISS hosted a seminar, the main aim of which was to gain an in-depth understanding of the 

DDR and SSR programs currently being undertaken in the DRC. The speaker, Colonel 

Nzekani Zena, a military professor and the head of the national DDR programme in the 

DRC (  – 

PNDDR), discussed the nature of the DDR program. In his discussion he outlined the two 

phases of the DDR, the cost of the programs and the progress that has been made since 

2004, including an assessment of the current situation in the DRC with a focus on the 

Eastern region of Kivu.  

 

From the outset, he outlined the importance of DDR in the DRC. He pointed out that the 

DDR process in the DRC is atypical and as a result it is taking a longer time than would 

normally be expected. He argued that the reason why the DDR process is atypical and 

never ending is because of the fact it is the first of its kind in a country the size of the 

DRC. He noted that the involvement of ten rebel forces and the government army 

(Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo – FARDC) made it difficult to 



effect proper DDR, but that this is only a hurdle and that there is hope that the 

programmes will be a success. It was highlighted that because of its atypical nature, it 

was necessary to conduct DDR simultaneously with SSR. 

 

The DDR and SSR programmes in the DRC began in 2004 and are made up of two 

phases. The first phase began in November 2004 and ended in June 2008, the second 

phase began in July 2008 and is expected to end in December 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 




