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TWO PUBLICATIONS FROM THE  
AFRICAN FUTURES PROJECT 

Poverty in 2005 PPP 
Extreme $1.25 pppd 

Poverty in 2011 PPP 
Extreme $1.75 pppd 
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SCOPE 

Poverty in Africa: how 
did we get here? 

Base case forecast of 
poverty in Africa 

What would pro-poor 
growth look like? 

Conclusions and 
implications   
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HISTORY: % OF PEOPLE <$1.25 

Source: UNDP 
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SS AFRICA IS VERY UNEQUAL 
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SS AFRICA HAS GROWN SLOWLY 
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AFRICA’S GDP GROWTH (5YR MOVING AVERAGE) 
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EXTREME POVERTY PAST AND FUTURE 
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AFRICA BASE CASE FORECAST 
POVERTY IN MILLIONS OF PEOPLE (2011 PPP) 
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AFRICA BASE CASE FORECAST 
POVERTY IN PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION 
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2015: AFRICA’S POVERTY IS DEEP 
IN 2011 PPP THE FOLLOWING 

200 

391 

1 159 

0 

200 

400 

600 

800 

1 000 

1 200 

Severe Extreme Population 

Ni
lli

on
s 

of
 P

eo
pl

e 

18 

THE CHRONICALLY POOR ARE TRAPPED 

Have a small number 
of assets 

And very low returns 
on these assets 

Are very vulnerable to 
external shocks 

And excluded from  
political, social and 
economic systems 

that allow asset 
accumulation 
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MICROECONOMIC DRIVERS OF CHANGE  
IN CHRONIC/SEVERE POVERTY 
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SUMMARY OF INTERVENTION CLUSTERS 
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MILLIONS OF PEOPLE <$1.00 AND <$1.75 
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% OF PEOPLE <$1.00 AND <$1.75 
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IMPACT ON POPULATION SIZE 

395 million 
less people 

in 2063 
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SUMMARY FINDINGS 

Ending extreme 
poverty in Africa by 

2030 (all countries no 
more than 3% below 
$1.75) very unlikely 

With concerted effort 
& benign global 

context all African 
countries could get to 
below 15% extreme 
poverty by 2030 and 

4% by 2045 

External factors may 
intrude – eg global 
downturn, instability 

in China, remittances, 
impact of climate 

change 

AU should work with 
each country to set 

an appropriate 
individual country 

target   

In decades ahead 
SSA faces the largest  

extreme poverty 
burden globally 

Focus on inequality 
and structural 

transformation of 
economies 

African poverty is 
deep-seated – need 

to focus on alleviating 
drivers of chronic 

poverty 

Results are 
encouraging & remain 
robust over different 
assumption tests, 

intervention packages 
& measures 
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