
Categories	
  and	
  social	
  cohesion:	
  
Countering	
  xenophobia	
  by	
  silencing	
  difference?	
  

Loren	
  B	
  Landau	
  
University	
  of	
  the	
  Witwatersrand,	
  Johannesburg	
  
loren@migra9on.org.za	
  

Ins>tute	
  for	
  Security	
  Studies	
  6th	
  Interna>onal	
  Conference	
  
The	
  Maslow	
  Hotel,	
  Sandton	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

15	
  October	
  2015	
  



“We	
  are	
  reques>ng	
  those	
  who	
  come	
  from	
  outside	
  to	
  
please	
  go	
  back	
  to	
  their	
  countries	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  I	
  know	
  you	
  were	
  in	
  
their	
  countries	
  during	
  the	
  struggle	
  for	
  libera>on.	
  But	
  the	
  
fact	
  of	
  the	
  maOer	
  is	
  you	
  did	
  not	
  set	
  up	
  businesses	
  in	
  
their	
  countries”	
  

King	
  Goodwill	
  Zwelithini	
  	
  
The	
  Ci'zen,	
  23	
  March	
  2015	
  



March	
  -­‐	
  April	
  2015	
  



“Once	
  you	
  start	
  talking	
  about	
  xenophobia	
  and	
  
Afrophobia,	
  you	
  are	
  talking	
  about	
  seman>cs.	
  It	
  is	
  
crime	
  disguised	
  under	
  xenophobia”	
  	
  
	
  

Police	
  Spokesman	
  Zweli	
  Mnisi	
  –	
  police	
  spokesperson.	
  
Sunday	
  Independent	
  (21	
  June	
  2011)	
  



5	
  |	
  Precarity,	
  Protec9on	
  &	
  Poli9cs	
  

“The	
  loo>ng	
  and	
  violence	
  that	
  erupted	
  in	
  
Soweto	
  was	
  not	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  xenophobia.	
  It	
  

was	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  pure	
  criminality.”	
  
	
  	
  

	
  -­‐	
  Johannesburg	
  Mayor	
  Parks	
  Tau,	
  11	
  April	
  2015	
  



Media	
  condemned	
  

6	
  |	
  Categories	
  and	
  Social	
  Cohesion	
  

“Publishing	
  pictures	
  of	
  mu9lated	
  bodies	
  
might	
  end	
  up	
  perpetua9ng	
  violence”	
  	
  
	
  

-­‐	
  South	
  African	
  President	
  Jacob	
  Zuma	
  

“What	
  I	
  see	
  in	
  newspapers	
  is	
  that	
  people	
  
are	
  fed	
  lies”	
  	
  
	
  

-­‐	
  King	
  Goodwill	
  Zwelithini	
  





Kawangare,	
  Nairobi 

Downtown	
  Johannesburg 

8	
  

	
  

•  Recognise:	
  	
  
•  Refugees	
  and	
  displaced	
  not	
  
necessarily	
  the	
  most	
  vulnerable	
  

•  Direct	
  support	
  is	
  expensive	
  and	
  
prac9cally	
  	
  impossible	
  

•  Direct	
  assistance	
  is	
  personally	
  and	
  
poli'cally	
  dangerous	
  

•  Solu9on	
  is	
  in	
  expanding	
  ‘capabili9es’	
  	
  
by	
  li_ing	
  the	
  boat	
  

•  Need	
  to	
  go	
  local	
  
•  Humanitarian	
  shi_	
  from	
  delivery	
  to	
  
advocacy	
  –	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  rub	
  

Humanitarianism	
  beyond	
  the	
  camp	
  

	
  	
  
The	
  xenophobic	
  discourse	
  current	
  in	
  South	
  Africa	
  
today	
  represents	
  the	
  authenBc	
  effort	
  of	
  the	
  
subaltern	
  classes	
  to	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  their	
  
condiBon:	
  nor	
  is	
  their	
  reading	
  irraBonal.	
  They	
  
are	
  struggling	
  for	
  scarce	
  urban	
  resources	
  and	
  
there	
  can	
  be	
  liGle	
  doubt	
  that	
  immigrants	
  are	
  
compeBng	
  for	
  those	
  resources.	
  The	
  belief	
  that	
  
such	
  compeBBon	
  exists	
  is	
  not	
  an	
  in	
  instance	
  of	
  
false	
  consciousness.	
  

-­‐  Daryl	
  Glaser	
  2009	
  
Go	
  Home	
  or	
  Die	
  Here	
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